
 

 

 

 

 

English 9 Honors 

Summer Assignment 2023-2024 

Welcome to your first year of high school! Before entering your 9th Grade Honors English course, you 

will need to complete a summer reading assignment. This assignment will consist of reading one short 

story and one novel (listed below). Each of these can be found on Amazon, in the library or at a local 

bookstore (let me know if you run into any issues finding them). You will also have a two-part writing 

assignment that will accompany the reading. The reading and writing are both due on the first day of 

school. 

Required Texts: 

The Little Prince - Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, Richard Howard (Translator) 

“A pilot crashes in the Sahara Desert and encounters a strange young boy who calls himself the Little Prince. The Little 

Prince has traveled there from his home on a lonely, distant asteroid with a single rose. The story that follows is a beautiful 

and at times heartbreaking meditation on human nature.” 

Tuesdays with Morrie – Mitch Albom 

“Maybe it was a grandparent, or a teacher or a colleague. Someone older, patient and wise, who understood you when you 

were young and searching, and gave you sound advice to help you make your way through it. For Mitch Albom, that person 

was Morrie Schwartz, his college professor from nearly twenty years ago. 

Maybe, like Mitch, you lost track of this mentor as you made your way, and the insights faded. Wouldn't you like to see that 

person again, ask the bigger questions that still haunt you? 

Mitch Albom had that second chance. He rediscovered Morrie in the last months of the older man's life. Knowing he was 

dying of ALS - or motor neuron disease - Mitch visited Morrie in his study every Tuesday, just as they used to back in 

college. Their rekindled relationship turned into one final 'class': lessons in how to live.” 

Assignment: 

Part 1: Dialectical Journal 

Reading a novel should not be an isolated, passive experience. When you’re actively reading and 

engaging with a text you are never truly alone, and therefore you must engage and interact with the 

assigned reading by analyzing the literary elements the writer uses to convey their story. In order to 

assist you in your efforts to engage in the analysis of this novel, you will be working on a dialectical 

journal for the stories. A dialectical journal is a running dialogue between you, the reader, and what you 



are reading, the text. This is done by recording notes in the form of suitable quotations or paraphrases 

and then analytically and academically commenting upon what you have recorded. 

A dialectical journal takes the form of a double entry notation, with the quotation/passage on the left 

side of the page and your reaction on the right side. 

Example: 

Quotation with Chapter # and page # Reaction/Response (2-3 sentences) 

 
“Man is the only real enemy we have. Remove Man from 

the scene, and the root cause of hunger and overwork is 

abolished forever. Man is the only creature that consumes 

without producing. He does not give milk, he does not lay 

eggs, he is too weak to pull the plough, he cannot run fast 

enough to catch rabbits. Yet he is lord of all the animals. 

He sets them to work, he gives back to them the bare 

minimum that will prevent them from starving, and the rest 

he keeps for himself.” Chapter 1, Page 7 

 

 
Old Major uses common revolutionary rhetoric to bring the 

animals together and fight against a common enemy. He 

argues that man holds an unfair advantage over the animals 

and that if humans were removed, then life would be perfect 

and harmonious. By making man the root cause of all evil, 

the animals will not focus on their individual 

differences…much like what happened to the soviets during 

the Russian Revolution.  

 

For your summer texts you will be completing a dialectical journal that consists of fifteen entries. 5 for 

The Little Prince and 10 for Tuesdays with Morrie. Use the example above to help guide you in your 

efforts. Be sure to focus on the importance of the quote by asking yourself the following questions: 

o Does this quote hit you or a character in the story with some sort of emotional force? 

o Does this remind you of something else you’ve read or seen somewhere? 

o Does it make you think or question something in the novel? 

o Does it make you think or question something in the world at large? 

o Can it be interpreted as pleasing or disturbing to you or a character in the story? 

o Does it provide information about a character or idea that is imperative to the understanding of the novel as 

a whole? 

Part 2: Short Reflection 

After you have read both stories and completed the dialectical journal, you will need to write a brief 2-3 

paragraph reflection that answers the following prompt: 

Why are we here? What is the meaning of life and how do we make the most of our time on 

this planet?  

Use information from the two stories that you read to back your opinion. This is a personal topic, so be 

sure to include your personal opinions about life. Make this prompt your own and don’t hesitate to talk 

to your family, friends and loved ones about this topic to help guide you as create your own personal 

philosophy.  

I can’t wait to meet each of you and look forward to an awesome 2023/2024 school year! Have a great 

summer and don’t hesitate to reach out with any questions or concerns  

Mr. Maggs 

mmaggs@ldsd.org  
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